
What they are saying about You Came Here to Die, Didn’t 

You 

Labedis narrates one way people of like mind, the majority students, joined to solve a problem 

facing our nation.  Although powerless alone, each believed that they could make a difference if 

they acted together.  And, they were right.  This book challenges us to get involved.  Bud 

Gardner, co-author of the New York Times bestseller Chicken Soup for the Writer’s Soul 

A powerful, inspiring memoir of one of the most significant periods in American History, Sherie 

Labedis does not tell about her experience during the Civil Rights Movement, she makes you 

feel it.  Educators across America would serve their classes and this country well by sharing this 

important piece of literature with their students.  The historical importance is undeniable.  The 

lessons in integrity, sacrifice and perseverance are priceless.  Nancy Gilliam, Co-Founder of 

the African American Literary and Media Group, and Who’s Who Among America’s 

Teachers Honoree  

Sherie Labedis’s personal account of the sometimes jubilant, sometimes melancholy, and 

sometimes horrifying events she witnessed in the South during her efforts to register voters in the 

predominantly “Colored” town of Pineville, South Carolina is riveting and heart-wrenching. The 

book is rich in the historical events of the summer of ’65 and chronicles the journey of Labedis’s 

transformation from knowing only the typical “White” culture into which she was born to her 

enculturation into the “Colored” culture of the mostly segregated South. Labedis offers a primary 

source account of one idealistic, young college student intent on equalizing racial divides in the 

South through the power of the vote, while at the same time, being changed forever as she 

discovers the deepest essence of herself.  Debra Latteri, Instructor, Sierra College                                                                                                                                                                     

When a young, white and blond woman leaves the comfort of home in California to join the 

Civil Rights Movement in an all black community she, indeed, becomes a hero for all women.  

Author Sherie Labedis goes to Pineville, South Carolina, not because it’s the call of the times, 

but because her heart, full of personal compassion, cries for justice.  Bettina R. Flores, author 

of the best selling Chiquita’s Cocoon 

“I just voted.  As I exited the building I felt tears well-up in my eyes.  I immediately thought of 

my parents and you.  THANK YOU.  I looked skyward and thanked them.”  Coretta Simmons, 

daughter of Martha Prioleau Simmons who brought a voter registration project to 

Pineville, SC in 1965. 

“You are talking about my grandmother, my aunts, and the women in my family.  I understand 

them on a different level because of your book.”  Pam 

“We've never seen anything like this before and that's a very good thing.”  Alex Moore, 

Acquisitions Editor, University of South Carolina Press 

“Many people were afraid to register; standing in line at the courthouse is a public act; a list of 

registered voters is a public list.”  Jo Freeman, American feminist, political scientist, civil 

rights worker, writer, and attorney 



“You Came Here to Die, Didn't You, should be required reading for all junior and senior high 

school students.”  Jerry Mccracken, entrepreneur 

“I finished the book last night.  I could feel the fear that people felt at that time, a mark of fine 

writing!"  Susan Harvey, retired teacher 

“"I am surprised to know how few kids in Pineville know about the church burning now.  It was 

one of THE major events in my life - but it was just history for others."  Frank Milligan, former 

resident of Pineville, SC 
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